EMMANUEL....GOD IS WITH US
Dear Friends,
It’s hard to believe that we have entered the month of December; the final month of 2021, this year seems to
have gone by so quickly. Last Sunday we began the holy season of Advent, which offers us the opportunity
to prepare ourselves spiritually for Christmas. The liturgical prayers and readings during Advent describe
us as a people “who set out in haste to meet your Son.” Advent is essentially a season of ‘hope’ as we faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity.
December is a particularly busy time down south, the catechetical programs come to a conclusion culminating with sacramental celebrations on a huge scale; the priests are busy celebrating baptisms, first communion and confirmation. The schools will close for summer vacation around the middle of December and
re-open again the first week of March.

Diocesan priests serving the poorest of the poor in Latin America since 1958.

Of course, as all of this is going on

the parishes are busy too preparing
for Christmas. One of the beautiful
customs that occurs each year during
Advent are the “Posadas.” Posada is a
Spanish word, which literally means
lodging or accommodation. The
Posada or ‘Posadas’ takes the form
of a nine-day procession or novena,
which represents the nine months of
pregnancy, specifically the pregnancy
of Mary carrying Jesus. As the procession winds its way through the barrio
the people taking part will carry a
lighted candle inside a paper lampshade. The procession, led by people
dressed as Mary and Joseph, will visit
several homes along the route where
they will be refused lodging, until finally they will be welcomed and given
lodging. Along the way prayers are
recited, usually the rosary, and hymns
are sung. At the final house, where

lodging is granted, a short prayer service takes
place. A gospel reading is proclaimed followed
by prayers of intercession in which the people
themselves will offer a prayer spontaneously. I was
always struck by the prayers and indeed the response: “Ven Señor, Ven y acompañarnos”…“Come
Lord Jesus, Come and stay with us.” At the end of
each night’s journey, hot chocolate and sweet bread
is served.

During the last night of the Posada the Infant

Jesus is carried into the church and placed in the
crib of the nativity scene. It is not unusual for the
nativity scenes in our churches to be filled with
many figures of the Christ Child for the mid-night
Mass of Christmas. At the end of mass families will
retrieve their figure of the infant Jesus and return
home together to place the child in the crib. In
South American culture, the tradition is that families will share a meal together after attending mass
on Christmas Eve.

The Gospel reading for the Christ-

mas Midnight Mass is taken from St.
Luke in which he recounts the story
of the birth of Jesus. It’s a story full of
joy in the midst of great conflict and
sadness and in this story Jesus’ mission is revealed to us, in how he came
to us - in poverty and humiliation.
As we gaze at the Christ Child lying
in the manger we begin to understand that our God is revealed to us
in the lowliest of possible places. The
word ‘manger’means simply ‘to eat’.
Jesus comes into the greatest place of
our poverty, not only to be with us
but also to nourish us. The manger can be the place we go this Christmas to be fed with the acceptance,
love, and peace we need. There is no place of darkness in which we need ever feel alone. There is no situation, no loss, and no tragedy that need ever leave us empty. There is no sin, no matter how selfish that
will ever leave us apart from God’s love. I have always found the experience of participating in the Posadas a wonderful way to prepare spiritually for Christmas. Every culture has it’s own way of preparing for
and celebrating Christmas. What’s important is that wherever we are, we take time out of the busyness all
around us…the secular Christmas parties and shopping… and make a genuine effort to enter into the
spirit of Advent, which prepares us spiritually for the
real meaning of Christmas. Nativity sets, Christmas
trees, Carol singing, lighted candles, special foods
and festive decorations all speak in their own way of
Emmanuel: God-is-with-us. The message that God is
with us is the principal cause for our Christmas joy.

Here at historic St. Stephen’s Church in Boston’s

North End, we will celebrate a Christmas Novena of
Masses. During the Novena we will remember and
pray for all of you, our benefactors and friends, who
continue to support the St. James Society and our
missionary endeavors throughout the year. At our
parishes in Peru our priests will remember you too
as they celebrate Mass on Christmas Eve.

As Christmas fast approaches I would like to say a

heartfelt word of thanks, once again, to all of you who
continue to ensure that the St. James Society continues
its presence among the poorest of the poor in Peru.
We know only too well the sacrifice involved in
committing yourselves each month to offering prayers
for our missionary priests and the parishes in which
they serve. We appreciate your generosity, which
enables this great work to continue.
Celebrating Christmas with the poor is a wonderful
blessing for all of us in the St. James Society, a blessing
made possible because of your prayers, love, and
support. As we give thanks to God at this special time
of year, for family and friends, lets give thanks
especially for all that has been during 2021 and look
forward in hope to 2022.

Feliz Navidad y Un Prospero Año Nuevo!!

With Every Good Wish in Christ,
Rev. David Costello, Superior General

A Christmas Prayer

By Robert Louis Stevenson

Loving Father,
help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing
which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning
make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds
with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven,
for Jesus’ sake.
Amen.
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