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“We thank God for the efforts of so many catechists,
who fulfill their ecclesial service with sacrifice, sealed at
times with their lives...” (St. Dominic)
Dear Friends,
The Aparecida document (the final document of the V General Conference of the Episcopate of Latin
America and the Caribbean which met May 2007 on the theme: Disciples and Missionaries) points out
some deficiencies in the theological and pedagogical formation of catechists, in the elaboration of adequate
materials and aids for catechesis, as well as in parish catechetical services and in the commitment of parish
priests who are the first catechists, together with parents.

Diocesan priests serving the poorest of the poor in Latin America since 1958.

Echoing this reality, the Missionary Soci-

ety of St. James the Apostle has launched
the “St. James the Apostle School of Faith
Formation”, so that we can sufficiently
prepare suitable catechists in the parishes
where we are present. In order to provide
good quality catechists for our parishes, it
is essential to provide quality training. We
recognize that “any apostolic activity that
is not supported by truly trained people,
is doomed to failure”. The St James the
Apostle School of Faith Formation is
serving the local Church and seeks to
proclaim Christ’s message, in order to reach those
whom we are called to serve, by way of wellformed apostolic leaders: catechists, liturgists,
baptismal and marriage speakers, youth ministry
coordinators, choir members, etc. The recent pandemic experience has raised many questions for
our leaders, pastoral agents and catechists who
seek new methods of education and outreach.
Due to the pandemic protocol, which shut down
all communal activity in Peru, our pastoral ministers have not received any catechetical instruction
for almost three years. For this reason, we opened
the door of our school to 120 catechists from our
three parishes in the metropolitan Lima area:
»
Our Lady of Guadalupe, in the
diocese of Carabayllo;
»
El Resucitado, in the diocese of
Chosica;
»
Our Lady of Peace, in the diocese of Lurin.

We began forming the catechists

through an itinerary and formative
process that will include three cycles
spread over three years: First cycle:
Introduction to the Bible, Christian
Initiation, Introduction to Liturgy and
personal self-help, Second cycle: Old
Testament, Christology, Ecclesiology
and Popular Religiosity - Sects. Third
cycle: New Testament, Social Doctrine
of the Church, Moral Theology and
Mariology.

Our goal is to help our parishioners discover
a calling to become catechists. We will then
provide pedagogical resources so they can
teach catechism in their own parish communities. We recognize that it is within the parish where young people find the space to be
heard; where they can express their concerns
and grow humanly and spiritually. Their talents will grow and flourish in the family and
children’s programs. The St. James Society
seeks to help the catechists develop a living
experience with God, together with a deeper
understanding of Catholic doctrine. In this
way they can work towards a more just,
fraternal and supportive society. We hosted
our first program for young catechists March
25 – 27 at our Center House, followed by a
program for adult catechists on April 1 – 3.
These gatherings were very special because many of us were just emerging from the pandemic’s confinement. Many of he catechists had lost loved ones due to Covid-19 and found the gathering very emotional, as they shared their painful experiences with their fellow catechists. Aware of this, educator Giovanni
Pozo led the group with the theme, “Healing Our Own Wounds”. Giovanni specializes in group dynamics
and his input helped draw us out of the pandemic mindset, and back to working with groups, and within
teams of catechists. Fr. Nilton Iman Chero led the module, “Introduction to the Bible”, where he helped
the group discover the role of the Word of God in the apostolic mission of their parishes. Fr. Nilton is a
native of Peru, and a Columban Missionary Associate, who spent many years working in the Fiji Islands.
Fr. Nilton was able to draw on his own experience as a missionary in Fiji. Sr. Eliana Salas is executive
secretary of the Peruvian Episcopal Conference, and she introduced the group to the ‘Role and Mission
of the Catechist’. Later in the evening the three different parish groups who attended, gathered to relax
and socialize. Each group also demonstrated their particular talents and creativity through cultural song
and dance.

Superior General, Fr. David Costello presided at the closing Mass, where he highlighted the role and

commitment of the catechist, to which each has been called to fulfill with fidelity:
“The catechist is the elder brother/sister in the faith, who helps in the formation of the parish, and is the
brother/sister who makes those who receive this service feel like a member of the parish family”.
(Translated from Spanish)

We thank God for this festive meeting which was characterized by the joy of being Catechists. For those of us

responsible for the “St. James the Apostle School of Faith Formation” it is extremely gratifying to witness the
number of catechists and priests who accepted our invitation and joined as one family to implement this pastoral formation project of the Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle. We are conscious of the call of Jesus,
who has sent us forth to evangelize to the ends of the earth to form new catechists for the New Evangelization of
the third millennium. As we begin this journey together we hear the words of St. Paul to his disciple Timothy:
“So you, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And what you heard from me through many
witnesses entrust to faithful people who will have the ability to teach others as well.” (2 Tim. 2:1-2).

Sincere thanks to Fr. Isaac Robles Mejia for this article and to Fr. Amaro Vasquez Ortiz for
translating it from Spanish.
With Every Good Wish in Christ,
Rev. David Costello, Superior General
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