O ctober 2022

Viva Señor de Los Milagros!!
Dear Friends,

If you are a Peruvian and Catholic then October is a stand-out month in the calendar. It is the
hallowed time of the processions of the Lord of the Miracles or Señor de los Milagros. Here in the
parish of Our Lady of Peace in Villa El Salvador....preparations have been going on for several
months prior to October. Fourteen nights of devotions and nine nightly processions give the
faithful the opportunity to celebrate a tradition which lies deeply in the psyche of many Peruvians.

Diocesan priests serving the poorest of the poor in Latin America since 1958.

With the pandemic restrictions having stalled this

Original image of the crucified Christ, Lima

Feast for a couple of years, there has been great
fervour and enthusiasm among the community to
get out into the streets again, and to honour the
Saviour as the crucified Christ. There are many
stories of miracles attributed to the image and
people come out of their houses not just to watch
but also to pray for miracles, especially as our town
on the outskirts of Lima has been so badly hit by the
Covid pandemic. Many thousands have died and,
with so many people still in mourning for family
members who were victims of the virus, this rebirth
of the procession is tinged with both hope and
sorrow. So, how did this devotion begin?
The procession of the image grew out of the survival
of a painted mural of Christ. It goes back to colonial
times when a slave, brought from Angola, drew
the image of the crucified Jesus on the walls of a
hut at the Pachacamilla plantation, near Lima. This
highly symbolic image remained on the wall despite
several attempts to erase it. Amazingly, it survived
an earthquake in 1655 which levelled all the
surrounding buildings. The wall on which the image
of Christ hung remained standing and the painting
itself was not damaged. In September 1671 the first
Mass was celebrated in front of the crucified Christ
of Pachacamilla and today the celebration Masses
continue. Thus, there grew in the consciousness of
the Lima population the conviction that this image
was miraculous and must be displayed. Although
the original image is housed in the Church of
the Nazarenas in the centre of the city, believers
parade a replica of the mural, giving birth to a great
tradition and which is considered one of the largest
religious processions in the
world. Replicas of the image
are marched through the
streets of cities from Lima
to Boston. The processions
date back to October
1687 in Lima. The Lord of
Miracles is the Patron Saint
of Peruvian residents and
immigrants. Those who have
emigrated have also taken
the tradition with them and
celebrations are ongoing in
the United States, Argentina,

Chile, Bolivia, Spain, France,
Panama, Venezuela, Canada, Italy,
Brazil and Germany. The copy of
the image we have in our parish
is carried on a platform called an
“anda.” It is like a table made of
wood with metal reinforcements on
which the image is raised. The table
is crossed lengthwise by four long
wooden crossbeams that are used
for transporting the image.
Is it easy to lift? By no means! It
is so heavy that you require 24
willing, self-sacrificing souls (your
shoulders will feel the effects for
days afterwards!) who carry it
through the streets with periodic
stops and changeovers of personnel.
Help is provided by the Brotherhood
of Señor de Los Milagros....mostly
men who are dressed from head
to toe in purple as a sign of their
unwavering devotion. Many other
purple-clad worshippers follow and,
as the choir animate this joyous
religious pageant, the Lord is carried
through the streets to great acclaim
and prayer with periodic stops for
hospitality and house blessings along
the way. The African slave who
painted the original image could
not have imagined the fervour that,
years later, his painting was going to
provoke among the people of Lima.
That tells you that Christ is present
to his people. I have no hesitation
in saying that this ancient Catholic
Peruvian tradition is well worth
witnessing....streets decorated, food
shared out, and the young and the
old together unified in a way that
tells you that Christ is present to his
people in a touching and tangible
way. As they cry out with gusto here
every night of October.....Viva Señor
de Los Milagros!....long live the Lord
of the Miracles!
-- Fr. Simon Cadwallader

Fr. Simon, blessing the image

Lord of Miracles Prayer
Lord Christ of Miracles, intercede before your Father
in favor of our necessities. Bless our work,
our home and give us courage to confront our
problems.
Deliver us from sickness of the body and soul,
increase our faith and bring out our charitable
nature. Give us hope in the struggles we face in
our lives, grant us Peace, within us and outside us.
Amen.
(Recite 5 times the “Our Father” in memory of
the 5 wounds of the crucified Christ).

You are heartily invited to the

St. James Society Golf Tournament
being held at the
Windham Country Club - Windham, NH

Wednesday - October 12, 2022
10:30 AM Shotgun Start
Call Blessed Trinity Parish @ 978-320-4220 for details

With Every Good Wish in Christ,
Rev. David Costello, Superior General

GIVING MADE
EASY
Please scan QR code to
donate or visit
www.socstjames.com
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