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Love Endures All Things
Dear Friends,

Greetings from Our Lady of Peace Parish, in Villa El Salvador, Peru.

Current times are challenging as we
continue to face difficulties due to the spread of Covid-19. Church functions as well as social and family gatherings are presently prohibited. For those who need to venture out to work every day to support
their families, staying at home is impossible since they must feed their families. Hunger seems to be on
the rise in Peru. Some families don’t even have clean water to wash their hands at home. Cases of domestic violence have been increasing during the pandemic and the destruction of the economy is a significant
problem for all as there are so many unemployed poor people who are suffering
It is heart-breaking to witness the seriously overcrowded hospitals in Peru, where people are dying as
they wait for doctor’s appointments, medicine, ICU units and hospital beds. Hospitals have been crippled
by a shortage of oxygen supplies. Long lines have formed all over Lima and other cities, as relatives and
friends of Covid-19 patients seek out any available bottled oxygen. This shortage of oxygen has tripled
the price of it throughout the whole country.

Diocesan priests serving the poorest of the poor in Latin America since 1958.

Peru has recorded 1.76

million cases of Covid and nearly 60,000
deaths. The country
has imposed a national
curfew from nightfall to
morning. One can hear
and see the crying and
the suffering of people
on the streets, due to
the Coronavirus Disease. In each Mass that
I celebrate, I specifically pray for doctors, nurses and health care workers all over the world since many of
them are exhausted as they make sacrifices for others. Some of them have even died. I pray for all those
who suffer the loss of a loved one, or who suffer from the absence of work, and especially for all those
who are suffering with coronavirus. I ask God to give me strength to continue working for His Holy
Church during these arduous days of the global pandemic.
Thanks to the generous support of our donors, we have been able to aid
many people here in Peru - people who are living in poverty, people who
are isolated and people who are unemployed. I have offered food baskets to these families which contain rice, sugar, milk, beans, tuna, among
other items people may need. Additionally, our parish is helping support a
community-led soup kitchen (ollas comunes) with food. Las ollas comunes
provide meals to thousands of low income people in Villa El Salvador. Currently we have four community – led soup kitchens operational within the
parish. As a Priest, I am grateful to our friends and benefactors who make
this mission possible during these tough times.
We are also helping run a parish based soup kitchen. This soup kitchen
is named: “Taytacos”, a Quechua Word that means “grandparents”. This
soup kitchen organizes and provides meals for those in need, especially the
elderly.
The program had shifted to a grab
and go model, instead of the former sit-down soup kitchen, so we
can minimize the potential spread
of COVID. We have been doing
takeout meals since last year and
this has been very successful. The
Taytacos community soup kitchen
serves 100 meals per day, Monday
to Friday. Each person who comes
to the soup kitchen receives a main
meal with vegetables, a fruit and a
drink.

Volunteers arrive each week-

day morning to cook, serve and
clean. I am proud to say that
the Taytacos soup kitchen at the
parish hasn’t slowed down or
stopped in spite of the pandemic. COVID-19 has not dampened our volunteers’ desire and
determination to serve others.
Volunteers continue to show up,
day after day, out of love and
generosity for people in need.
Indeed, with your help, we have supported greater numbers
of people this year who are affected, in some way, by the
Covid 19 pandemic. Providing spiritual support to families
who are dealing with stress or the illness or loss of a family
member is one of the most important things we can do. I
offer Holy Mass online, Eucharistic Adoration, Confessions,
Anointing of the Sick, Stations of the Cross, House Blessings,
Rosaries, and more.
I have experienced increased requests for Virtual or Zoom Funeral
Masses. As St. Paul wrote, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come… will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 8:38-39)
I have frequently been reaching out to people to support and deepen
their faith, via Facebook and Zoom applications. These virtual gatherings for prayer and Mass have been rich and real experiences of faith
and hope for our faithful, for those who are confined to their homes.
I firmly believe that God is everywhere, including the virtual space.
While we are presently allowed to celebrate public Masses, attendance
is limited to 50 people. At any time, the government may impose further restrictions or another lockdown in the coming weeks so we must
appreciate what we have and remember the
words of St. Paul:

Sincere thanks to Society Priest, Fr. Cesar Anicama, of the Dio-

cese of Jefferson City, MO. Fr. Cesar joined the St. James Society
in 2018 and has been based in Villa El Salvador since then. I
recently returned from a ten week visit to Peru and I can testify
first hand to the very diffuclt situation unfolding down there as a
result of the Pandemic.
The virus arrived in Peru in March last year, like much of Latin
America, and the government moved quickly to lock down
the country. But with millions of people working in the informal sector, enforcing quarantines became unsustainable. Cases
rose quickly and hospitals soon fell into crisis. By October, the
country became the first in the world to record more than 100
deaths per 100,000 inhabitants. The actual death toll is far higher,
because many of the dead have not been included in the official
count of coronavirus patients. In January, Peru began to experience a second wave of the virus— and this wave has been even
more brutal than the first. Vaccines arrived in Peru in February, followed quickly by anger after some
politically connected people jumped the line to get vaccinated first. As a result, multiple government
agencies began investigating whether some health workers had asked for bribes in exchange for access
to scarce hospital beds. Coupled with all of this corruption is the added burden of sick people paying
exhorbitant prices for basic medicines like Parecetemol, for example, which cost 1 sole (30 cent) prepandemic per tablet, and now costs 15 soles($4.50) per tablet. The situation continues to worsen each
day in Peru, but our priests remain in their parishes ready and willing to respond to whatever demands
are made of them.
We are grateful for the support of so many benefactors who make it possible for us to continue our presence with the poorest of the poor!!
With Every Good Wish in Christ,
Donate online at:
socstjames.com/donate-today
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