
 

From Rural Village to Urban Shantytown
Dear Friends,

Fr. Michael Sharkey joined the St. James Society in July 2021. He spent the first eight months ministering 
in the Diocese of Sicuani, high in the Peruvian Andes. It is always a challenge to live and work at such a 
high altitude. Last April he was transferred to Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, on the northern extreme 
of the city of Lima. I have invited him to update us on his current assignment and his experience there to 
date: 
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 After a very enjoyable and fruitful 
ministry in the Andes working 
at 4,300 meters above sea level, I 
have now come to the coast and 
find myself ministering to my new 
parish communities in the diocese of 
Carabayllo, Lima.
Etched in my memory will be 
the love, kindness and generosity 
of these wonderful indigenous 
people. My special memory was 
the ‘Farewell Mass’ in the parish of 
the Holy Cross, Tocroyo, Peru. So 
many parishioners attended this 
celebration, not least of all the Mayor 
and my good friend and catechist, 
Francisco. I’m indebted to him and 
his family for his care and direction 
in those early months as a new 
missionary priest. 
   My new assignment is in the 
diocese of Carabayllo on the north 
side of Lima. Our parish here is 
centered around the recently built 
church of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
Huge credit must go to my fellow 
priest colleague in the parish and 
also a member of the Society of St 
James the Apostle, Fr Denis Parry. 
Undoubtedly, the construction of 
this church was a labor of love with 
Fr. Denis being responsible for the 
planning, design and supervision 
of the work carried out to make 
this church such a wonderful place 
of prayer and worship. For me personally, it is a joy to be able to celebrate mass and the sacraments in this 
beautiful Church.
   Fr Francis Kwofie, another St. James Society priest in Carabayllo, recently concluded his five-year 
commitment on mission. Fortunately, before his departure, we were able to minister alongside each other 
for four months and he went to great lengths to introduce me to the various chapels and communities in the 
parish, mostly located in the countryside. His service to these outlying communities has been exemplary 
during his eighteen months here. Also, his popularity through the strong bonds forged with parishioners 
during that period was reflected in the many farewell celebrations that he was asked to attend. His guidance 
and advice were very much appreciated in those first few months of my time here in Carabayllo. Fr. Francis 
has now returned to his diocese in Ghana but will always be fondly remembered here.
   As I assume responsibility for these new parish communities, full of excitement and great privilege, I am    
acutely aware of the responsibility placed upon me to serve these people well and to work closely with 
them in developing their faith communities.



In the short time that I have been here, 
the people have been very welcoming and 
supportive of me. Already we’ve had a 
number of meetings to discuss the ongoing 
development of the parish.  However, I’m 
also aware that I am a “foreigner” in this part 
of the world!! Therefore, their customs and 
any ideas that they may propose are of the 
utmost importance to me. 
As I said, the church of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is the main church in Carabayllo.
As well as celebrating mass and the 
sacraments here, I also take great joy 
listening to the choir during mass.  The 
liturgy here is both very lively and faith filled. 
I am also impressed by the significant number 
of young people who are presently being 
instructed in the faith. The catechists are so 
enthusiastic and generous with their time 
in delivering this instruction to the young 
people. Our catechists also benefit from 
participating in the ongoing faith formation 
program which is another project of the St. 
James Society under the direction of our 
regional superior, Fr. Isaac Robles Mejia.
   My most unusual tasks in this parish, to 
date, were the blessing of a passenger bus and 
also the front cab of a heavy goods vehicle 
- a first for me!!  The care of the smaller 
faith communities in the “campo” has been 
my main responsibility. These communities 
now have their own small chapels, where 
we celebrate Mass and the Sacraments each 
week.  The small but growing community 
of Rio Seco is a fine example of a dynamic 
group of parishioners working together to 
advance their own community, through 
celebrating the Eucharist, the sharing of 
Scripture, regular meetings and Fellowship. 
   A great success for the community of 
Holy Cross, in an area known as Lomas, has 
been the popularity of the “Comedor” (soup 
kitchen) where the poorer members of the 
community can come to pick up a meal for 
themselves and their families. This excellent 
facility operates Monday to Friday, and fami-
lies with a healthy nutritious meal.  Often, this 
is the only meal in the day for many of the 
people who live here.
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Those who cook and manage the “Comedor” are a credit to their community. Needless to say, this project, provid-
ing much needed sustenance to our people is funded and supported by the Missionary Society of St. James the 
Apostle. Recently, the community in Lomas celebrated its first baptism. It was a great joy for me to baptize a little 
baby girl called “Genesis”. Obviously, evangelization and social outreach are the main priorities for any mission-
ary anywhere in the world. Faith Formation will be a main priority for me here, especially the formation of our 
young people as they will be the ‘Church of the future’.  These final months of the year are a particularly busy time 
for us here at Our lady of Guadalupe and the outlying communities as we prepare to celebrate the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion in December. In the short time that I have based at the parish 
in Carabayllo, I have found the people here to be warm, welcoming, and generally very happy. They do not ask for 
anything but anything that they do receive is very much appreciated. I look forward to the next four years in the 
service of the people here in the parish of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Please continue to remember the priests of the 
Society of St. James the Apostle in your prayers as we advance the Kingdom of God working alongside the poorest 
of the poor in Peru.

Sincere thanks to Fr. Michael for updating us on his assignment in Carabayllo. Sincere thanks to all of you our 
benefactors and friends for your ongoing support of our priests and the mission outreach of the St. James Society. 
Every good wish and blessing for 2023.

Reverend James Joseph Jeanfreau, Jr. 
                                       1962 - 2022
The St. James Society mourns the loss of Fr. Jimmy Jeanfreau, 
a priest of the Archdiocese of New Orleans, who served with 
the Society of St. James in Bolivia (2001- 2006).  Fr. Jimmy, an 
accomplished woodworker, died tragically on Nov 28, 2022
in a woodworking accident.  He touched the lives of so many 
with his outgoing personality and his passion for people and 
promoting the gospel.  At the time of his death, Fr. Jimmy was  
pastor of Immaculate Conception Church in Marrero, 
Louisiana and Director of the  Pontifical Mission Societies of 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans. We offer our deepest 
sympathies to his family, to Archbishop Aymond and all the 
priests and people of the Archdiocese of New Orleans, as well 
as his wider mission family.  May he rest in the peace of Christ 
and rise with Him in glory.


