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A Dream
Come True...
Dear Friends,
I was fortunate to be able to travel to Peru in December for the purpose of attending the celebration of the
consecration of a new parish church at our parish in the Diocese of Carabayllo, on the extreme north side of
Lima. Fr. Denis Parry is the Pastor at the parish of ‘Our Lady of Guadalupe’, together with Fr. Francis Kowfie
who takes care of the communities in the rural area of the parish. We were delighted to be able to go ahead
with the celebration this year on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. It was a wonderful celebration for the
parish, and indeed for all of us in the St. James Society. We are grateful to all of you our benefactors who
help to make such important building projects possible. We are also grateful to the Archdiocese of Liverpool, UK, who also provided a substantial amount of funding for this new parish church. On the day of the
celebration, we were delighted to welcome His Eminence Celestino Cardinal Aos Braco OFM Cap,
Archbishop of Santiago de Chile, as the main celebrant for the Mass of Consecration.
Cardinal Celestino was telling me before the mass began that he is often mistaken for Cardinal
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O’Malley when he visits Rome!! Both he and Cardinal O Malley are
members of the Capuchin order of Friars. Cardinal Celestino was visiting Lima with Bishop Lino Panizza Richero, Bishop of the Diocese of
Carabayllo, who is also a Capuchin Friar, and he kindly invited His
Eminence to be the principal celebrant at the Mass. As one might imagine, celebrating such an important event during the pandemic required
us to wear masks throughout the celebration, in line with government
protocol in Peru. It is unfortunate that in most of the photographs taken
during the ceremony, those of us who participated were masked. Nevertheless, we were grateful for the collaboration of all concerned which
allowed us to proceed safely with this important celebration. I have
invited Fr. Denis Parry to share with us his reflections on reaching this
great milestone in the life of the parish of Our lady of Guadalupe:
Greetings from Peru! This is the third time that our parish has feaCardinal Aos Braco OFM Cap
tured in the Friends Newsletter, having appeared previously in 2016
and 2019. There are times in our life when we experience a very special
event, albeit not too often, which may prompt us to utter the words ‘it was like a dream come true’. Such
a dream really did come true for me and the people of our parish - Our Lady of Guadalupe - on the 12th
December 2021. It seemed most appropriate that on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe our beautiful and
much longed-for church was consecrated by Cardinal Celestino Aos Braco OFM Cap, from Chile. The Cardinal was accompanied by our local bishop, Bishop Lino Panizza Richero OFM Cap. Our brother priests
from the Society of St James the Apostle were also present and concelebrating the Mass. The two-hour service was both beautiful and moving which I feel will be inscribed in the hearts of all those present for many
years to come. The consecration was initially due to take place in 2020 but had to be postponed due to the
outbreak of the Covid-19 Pandemic, which ravaged Peru along with the rest of the world. In expressing
words of thanks to all present at the end of the Mass, I recalled that when I had arrived 15 years previously
with the purpose of founding a new parish, little did I know or dare to think of what the outcome would be.
As missionary priests, we go to where we feel God is calling us to be. So it was, that the Society of St James
invited me to form a new parish on the northern side of Lima, in a burgeoning urbanization called Torre
Blanca (White Tower). I would like to share with you some of the important moments over the years in
the development of a parish that has grown from zero to the thriving parish it is today. I arrived in Torre
Blanca in July 2006 where I rented a very small dwelling. I introduced myself to some members of the
community and asked them to spread the word that I would begin to celebrate Mass on some vacant land
in the center of the barrio on Sunday morning at 10.00 AM. News spread quickly and on Sunday, August 6,
I celebrated the first Mass in the new parish, in the open air, with about 30-40 people present. The people
were extremely enthusiastic about having their own parish and within three months they had built a small
chapel, composed of bamboo sticks and plywood. In that humble abode we celebrated our first Christmas.
This was a truly joyful and memorable occasion!

Consecration of the Altar

The year 2007 saw a major

development in the parish,
when Bishop Lino very generously bought a huge plot
of land on which to build
the future parish complex.
Parishioners were overjoyed at the good news, and
eagerly set about clearing
the front of the land in order
to build a small temporary
prefabricated chapel which
was completed in 2008. The parish continued to grow in
size, and it was in this very chapel that the first group of
children/teenagers received the Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation, respectively. January
2013 witnessed the construction of the parish rectory/
house, and for the first time in six years, I finally had a
home of my own.
The subsequent years were spent building walls high
enough to protect the parish property, and in November
2014, foundations were laid for the much awaited parish
church. Considerable progress was made between 20142019. However, in 2020, work abruptly halted due to the
Parish Choir
outbreak of Covid-19. Thanks be to God, the situation
improved during 2021 and as work resumed, the parishioners eagerly anticipated the long
awaited day of the consecration of their beloved church. The weeks leading up to this big day were frantic
with activity in the parish as everybody worked together to ensure that everything would turn out well and
run smoothly on the 12th of December. Due to protocol regarding Covid-19, seating inside the church was
restricted to 200 people for the dedication Mass. However, two large television screens situated behind the
church enabled an additional 200 parishioners to follow the ‘live’ transmission of the Mass. It was truly a
grace-filled, unforgettable day in the history of our parish. Everything went smoothly from beginning to
end, and for that, I thanked God and Our Lady of Guadalupe. As parish priest, I felt so proud of the young
people of the parish choir, who sang so beautifully during the Mass having spent months practicing for it.
Likewise, I was so proud of the parishioners for their dedication and who continuously gave so selflessly of
their time and talents.

Anointing of the Church Walls

I was equally proud of the quality craftsmanship of the talented Peruvian men and women who were respon-

sible for the construction of the church, the beautiful benches, the altar, the stations of the cross and all that
adorns our church. Perhaps most breath-taking of all, are the beautiful stained-glass windows of the ‘Last Supper’ and ‘Our Lady of Guadalupe’. These are truly magnificent works of art. At the end of Mass, a special lunch
was prepared for the bishops, clergy, religious and invited guests who were responsible for the construction of
the church. Another 400 parishioners received a take home package of food, a soft drink and a souvenir of a
rosary in a wooden casket to commemorate this very special day in our parish. Everybody returned home happy
with the knowledge that the ‘dream we had dared to dream had indeed finally become a reality’. Thanks be to
God.

In conclusion, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the people who helped make possible this ‘dream
come true’ for me and the people of our parish in Peru. I would like to thank all the parishioners themselves
for their dedication, their generous giving of their time and talents, and the countless fundraising activities
and donations from our benefactors over the years. I would also like to thank, in a very special way, my family
and friends and my home Archdiocese of Liverpool, England, for their incredibly generous financial support,
without which our dream would not have become a reality. I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to Fr
David, the Superior General of the Missionary Society of St James the Apostle and all of you - the benefactors
and ‘Friends’ of the Society - for your ongoing and generous financial support and prayers over the years. May
Our Lady of Guadalupe bless you and yours and protect you with her mantle of motherly love.

With Every Good Wish in Christ,
Rev. David Costello, Superior General
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