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On June 12th we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, ending 
the Easter season. So at the end of mass the people at St. 
Stephen�s in Boston won�t have to listen to me sing Alleluia 
until next year. During our �fty days of celebration we have 
proclaimed that Jesus Christ is risen. Pentecost Sunday 
marks the beginning of a new era: the era of the Holy Spir-
it. It is, therefore, an appropriate moment for a renewal of 
our commitment to the missionary activity of the Church. 
�e Church by its very nature is missionary.

�e Church is born on Pentecost because the Apostles 
are empowered by God and begin to carry on Christ�s work. 
�e Easter season ends as it began: with a Gospel reading 
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about an appearance of the Risen Lord on Easter Sunday 
night. In this �rst appearance Jesus greets them with peace 
and a gift of the spirit. It is a gift for the reconciliation and 
healing ministry of the Church.

Pentecost was originally a Jewish feast. �e time for a re-
newal of the �rst covenant that God made with the Chosen 
People and a celebration of receiving the law on Mount Si-
nai.  �erefore many Jews from near and far were gathered 
in Jerusalem. �e Apostles are there as well, still pondering 
the task that they received and still afraid to do anything.

First communicants receive the Eucharist in Fr. Denis Parry's 
mission site, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Carabayllo, Lima, Peru.

Fr. Liam Reilly and parishioners of Little Shepherds of Fatima 
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chapel, dedicated to St. Theresa of the Child Jesus.



The parishioners of Our Lady of Guadalupe take part in the parish 
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Parishioners carry a statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Part of a parish celebration includes traditional Peruvian dress 
and dance. 

�en the promised outpouring of the Spirit is given.
In the Acts of the Apostles, Luke uses two descriptive, 

evocative words to describe the experience that can stir the 
imagination: Wind and �re. With a little work of the imagi-
nation we can easily see, hear and feel the power of the im-
ages. Wind and �re are symbols of light, puri�cation and 
power. �ere is Light to see what they are to do; a puri�ca-
tion of their message and their motives. �ere is a power to 
conquer their fears and to bring Christ to the ends of the 
world. In the power of the Holy Spirit, all those present 
mysteriously understand their words. �e gift of the Holy 
Spirit gives the hope of unity to a divided humanity.

A miracle has occurred. 
�e Holy Spirit has 
transformed them and 
empowered them. �at�s 
the role of the Holy 
Spirit in the Church. 
And the Holy Spirit has 
never abandoned the 
Church and never will. 
And the Holy Spirit can 
�ll our lives today just as 
surely as in the days of 
the Apostles.

Transformed and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we can 
be the Lord�s missionary disciples. Sent by the Lord to en-
gender faith in those who don�t believe, to encourage those 
whose faith has been snu�ed out, to share faith in all our 

Bishop Lino Panizza dedicates a 
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