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CHRIST'S HEROES EDUCATING THE WORLD

IN T

Dear friends,

HE WAY OF CHRIST

Each year the friends of the Society of St. James the = Cushing Award: Mr. William Burke III, Headmaster, St.
Apostle gather for the two major fundraising events for the =~ Sebastian’s School; Sr. Janet Eisner, SND, President, Em-
Society. In Boston there is the Cardinal Cushing Award  manuel College; Rev. John Unni, Pastor, St. Cecilia’s Parish.

Banquet and out in the Midwest there is the St. James  The Christian service of each person reflects how each one

Award Banquet at Oakbrook Terrace, Illi
individuals are recognized for their spirit of
Christian service. The Steering Committee
for each banquet chooses a theme for the
event. This year Boston’s theme was “Edu-
cating the World in the Way of Christ.”
'The Chicago area chose once again “Cel-
ebrating Christ’s Heroes." The banquet
for the Archdiocese of Chicago and the
Diocese of Joliet was held on September
19,2011. The Boston Banquet was held on
World Mission Sunday, October 23, 2011.
The 2011 Honorees out west were the
Most Rev. Francis Kane, Auxiliary Bishop
of Chicago; Rev. Henry Wilkening, Chap-
lain of Central DuPage Hospital; Deacon
Alexander McConnell, Director of the
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem; Dr. Robert Lawler, Crusader for
the Unborn. In Boston, the following in-
dividuals were honored with the Cardinal

nois. Each year  of us is called to bring the Good News to all the world.

Through your prayers and support, you walk with the St. James missionaries
and the poor they serve.



The Chicago Banquet award recipients, presenters and members
of the banquet committee.

Most Rev. Francis Kane
Bishop Kane noted what
an awesome gift from
God it is to be a priest. Yet
in the will of God he was
chosen by the Holy Father
to walk in the footsteps of
the Apostles as a bishop.
In his ministry he has
served in different areas of
the Archdiocese and has

concentrated his efforts on

education and peace and

|
the depth of his responsibility as bishop for teaching the

justice ministries. He feels

truths of our faith and helping people understand what a
wonderful gift our faith is.

While being honored by the Society, his remarks that
night were an even greater honor for the Society.

“Their ministry can be so very challenging. They create
parishes. They build churches and they build up the Church.
'They bring the Good News of Jesus to the poor, to people
who are often on the margins of society, who are often liv-
ing on the edge of despair. They empower people to become
Church and teach people how to be the Church. These
priests of the St. James Society sacrifice so much and do so
much. They are the real heroes. They are the ones who de-
serve our admiration and support.”

I am deeply grateful to Bishop Kane for his kind words of
support.

Deacon Alexander McConnell
For over a thousand years, the
road to the St. James Shrine
at Compostela in northwest
Spain has attracted thousands
of pilgrims to make the treck
each year. This religious experi-
ence inspired Mr. McConnell
to seek the diaconate. Along
with parish duties as a deacon,
he also serves as a crisis inter-
vention and suicide prevention

therapist.

Rev. William Wilkening - A quote from Fr. Wilkening
shows the depth of his faith. “Through prayer, meditation
and reading, I have come to appreciate more and more the
treasure of the Holy Eucharist. In the entire universe, God
has chosen our planet to which to send his only son.. and to
leave us this greatest of all legacies — the Eucharist. We are so
blessed.” He has served
as a priest for sixty-four
years in ten pastoral as-
signments, being now
ninety-one years young
and still serving. He has
been a loyal supporter
of the St. James Society
for twenty-three years.

Dr. Robert Lawler

To bring life into the world
and to care for a woman’s
health medically, surgically
and psychologically is the
responsibility of Dr. Lawler,
OB/Gyn. While he consid-
ers this a privileged career,
it involves carrying many
crosses of moral and ethical
decisions. In his career he de-
cided that he would conduct
. his practice completely in
line with the Church’s teachings on the sacredness of human
life from the first moments of existence, refraining as well
from advising on contraception. Dr. Lawler is very much at
peace with how he practices medicine, feeling it is the right
path for him.



Mr. William Burke II1
Headmaster of St. Sebastian’s
School since 1990, William L.
Burke III is the first layman
to lead the School. Mr. Burke
earned a B.A. at Middlebury
i College, where he was a goal-
[ tender on the varsity hockey
, team, and an M.A. with Dis-
tinction Honors in English
at Boston College. Mr. Burke

| served Holderness School as
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an English teacher, as varsity
hockey and varsity baseball coach, and eventually as Direc-
tor of Studies before moving on to Canterbury School as
Assistant Headmaster. Mr. Burke has also studied at Trinity
College in Dublin, Ireland, at the Bread Loat Writer’s Con-
terence in Vermont, and at the Institute of Religious Studies
at Boston College.

Under Mr. Burke’s leadership, St. Sebastian’s has become
a very selective, increasingly mission-driven, truly excellent
Catholic independent School, preparing young men for ad-
mission to and success in the most excellent, most appropri-
ate colleges in the country. Having had a hand in raising
over $70,000,000 dollars during his tenure, Mr. Burke has

helped the school grow tremendously in every possible way.

Sister Janet Eisner, SND
Sister Janet is one of the most
accomplished and influen-
tial women in education in
America. She is the longest
currently serving woman col-
lege president in the country,
having served as president of
Emmanuel College in Bos-
ton for more than 30 years.
Her tenure at Emmanuel has
been marked by innovative

and bold decision-making

and a passion for educating
students in the Catholic lib-
eral arts and sciences tradition. She has guided Emmanuel
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through an era of exceptional achievement, having made de-
cisions with careful consideration and an eye for the future.
Today, Emmanuel College is a thriving coeducational in-
stitution with 2,500 students, dynamic academic programs,
and enhanced facilities. Under Sister Janet’s leadership, Em-

manuel continues to strengthen its position as a Catholic
liberal arts and sciences college in the city of Boston. She
remains ever the influential visionary — an energetic and en-
thusiastic leader whose light continues to shine brightly.

Rev. John Unni
Fr. John Unni is the pastor of
Saint Cecilia Parish located
on Belvidere Street in Boston,
at the intersection of Bos-
ton's Back Bay, Fenway and
South End neighborhoods.
He has been the pastor for
the past seven years and prior
to that, Fr. John was chaplain
at  Northeastern University
and pastor of the former Saint
Ann University Parish Com-
munity. It was during those years, beginning in 2003, that he
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rekindled his relationship with the Haitian people by bring-
ing students and parishioners on “alternative spring break”
trips to Haiti.

Along with his vibrant ministry that includes hundreds
of university students, Fr. John’s interests also include be-
ing with those who may find themselves down and out,
wrestling with addiction or those who are homeless or lost
“literally or spiritually.” He is currently a board member at
'The Pine Street Inn, the largest resource for homeless men
and women in New England, where he finds himself blessed
by serving with “some of the brightest, most generous and
selfless people” he has ever met in trying to accomplish the
mission of ending homelessness. He is also a member of the

Archdiocesan Presbyteral Council.

Bishop Robert Hennessey, Auxiliary Bishop of Boston and Society
alumnus, was the principal celebrant at the Mass prior to the
Cardinal Cushing Award Banquet.
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Society Director, Fr. Kevin Hays, reads the Gospel at Mass.
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Fr. John began his first mission experience when he

visited Haiti twenty-five years ago, before he entered the
seminary. He was still teaching and landscaping but also
wrestling with and discerning if God was calling him to be
a priest. After his ten-day experience in Haiti, he “never felt
more clearly that God was in fact calling him to ministry.”
He just wasn't sure how it was all going to pan out! His
commitment to the people of Haiti continues.

“Go and teach all nations.” The Lord’s words teach us
that we are all missionaries. The award recipients show us
that the St. James missionaries have many good people
walking with us. And through your generosity, you are with

us as well.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Kevin Hays

Director

The Cardinal Cushing Award recipients and Cardinal Sean
O'Malley, Archbishop of Boston.  Photo: Michele Morgan

The Knights of Columbus at the Chicago/Joliet Banquet.
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